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Payl Presi fent '

Rabert K almas Ths Microsoft Lawsuit is Ba t tor Business and Bad for Consmmers.

Prasident Emeritvy

DIRECTORS For many, the idea of atiacking one of the most sucoessful companies in

Ed Charva Arr rican history, and its CEC , 13i}l Gat.:3, sounds like fun. But the Department of

Dick DeV/ces Jus ca's pursnir of Microsofl i . no laugh: ng matter, having cost American taxpaycrs

g::yi;-:;‘ vei over $35 million in litign ion so far and the meter is still ruaning.

mflzi f;:::n The realiry is thar this lcwsult o res nothing to benefir c msumers. It does

Jomi Oray ho' ever benefit Microsoft's -ompetito ¢, who after spending nillions of dollars

gm y:*,""g;m‘. 1ot ying the Department of Ju stice to fil:: this suit want a return cn their investment.

Titn Mab yney Al ), it benefits the lawyers v ho have niade & fortune on both s:des of this issue. ..

Ralph M. Nall sne the Atorneys General and (1 reaucra 5, who are making political hay, back home

:":ko!::;;:‘m by lemonizing Microsoft. T} & real ber eficianes arc the powe ful anti-Microsofy

Tobs Ploagh for es, not consumers.

Toay Ro'nassn:a

Joatin B he Th : Cost To Busintsses and € onsuma1s is Just Too High.

Levoy Scolasi

Mike Suc kev Rather than protectin ;. comsum:1s, drastic remedies such as breaking up

I::e:f\":fzn ' M rosoft would be a disasta fur const mcrs and businesses. e integration and

Soott Wenz «1a dardization Windows bro:giut us ha- heon & boon for the public as well as for our

Sugsa Wihalen oo nomic productivity. Wha: Bill Gaies understood, much 1> his competitors’
- Emeri ch gtin was that consumers — people wi o ure compaters, not {iv? computers ~ want

mﬁ == an if¥ordable and relisble sys-cin that werks with and understar ds othes systems.
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Paige Tw

T venmmer intervention into the werfd of hi;y tech programming :nd design sets s
dwngercy  aad po >ntislly disastrous preced ni. Dictating to Microsoft. what technology it can
dvelop ' ircreust e effectiveness of existi ig produc's or meet the rapidly ¢) panding nceds of
uscrs cou ¢ ipple he technological innovatio 1 that has 1v-en the hallmark of qur high tech, imemct

evconomy

{ ctould: guein fuct that the genesi : ¢ f the hi. 3¢ decline in the Nasdac, which 30 far has
resulted | more th n $2 trillion of lost wealth, is primari y the result of the gaverament’s sustained
atack or: 4 srosof ‘s right 10 innovate. Afler sil, todsy viicrosoft, tomorrow fntel. -

C er the p st 10 years, Microsoft he 3 lowereo its prices, created s botter product, and
itvests] o rmou  sums of money in res.asch and development. This dcesn’t sound like
nonopo: tic beha ior by sny standard.

1 ¢ povern aent’s pursuit of Microsof has cost tse American taxpsyer o ser $35 million so
frr with: v astatir ¢ results for stave and privatc pension funds, and small igvestors, all aver the
country. ‘ef.onwi <, state pension funds have iost $144.2 biltion. Here in California, since the
March, Z 70 breik own of mediation on the ¢ i, Public Emplovee Retirernent Hysiem funds have
d-opped o1 than 359 billion while the State Teacher ;latirement fund Inst $1°5 billion.

U :Fkope th - consent decree is adoptec and the f deral lawsuit is droppec . If not, it may be

time to ¢ 1 cnow lected representatives to 3 the righ: thing and allow Micro: oft 1o continue its
history ¢ i esti 1t. innovation and impeov tvent. Thi: American economy depends on it.
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